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AN UNNATURAL FATHER
A young man has sent me a letter which can be given
here only in substance. It is as under:
" I am a married man. I had gone out to a foreign country.
I had a friend whom both I and my parents implicitly trusted.
During my absence he seduced my wife who has now conceived
of him. My father now insists that the girl should resort to abor-
tion ; otherwise, he says, the family would be disgraced. To me it
seems that it would be wrong to do so. The poor woman is
consumed with remorse. She cares neither to eat nor drink, but
is always weeping. Will you kindly tell me as to what my duty
is in the case ? "
I have published this letter with great hesitation. As
everybody knows such cases are by no means infrequent
in society. A restrained public discussion of the question,
therefore, does not seem to me to be out of place.
It seems to me clear as daylight that abortion would
be a crime. Countless husbands are guilty of the same lapse
as this poor woman, but nobody ever questions them.
Society not only excuses them but does not even censure
them. Then, again, the woman cannot conceal her shame
while man can successfully hide his sin.
The woman in question deserves to be pitied. It would
be the sacred duty of the husband to bring up the baby
with all the love and tenderness that he" is capable of and
to refuse to yield to the counsels of his father. Whether he
should continue to live with his wife is a ticklish question,
Circumstances may warrant separation from her. In that
case he would be bound to provide for her maintenance
and education and to help her to live a pure life. Nor
should I see anything wrong in his accepting her repen-
tance if it is sincere and genuine. Nay, further, I can
imagine a situation when it would be the sacred duty of
the husband to take back an erring wife who has completely
expiated for and redeemed her error.
Young India, 3-l-'29
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